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November 7, 1839,

Professor Hugh S. Taylor,
Department of Chemistry,
Princeton University,
Princeton, W.J.

Dear Professor Taylor:

Thank you for your letter and the inter-sting com-
parisons batween the styrene and cyclooctatetraene de-
rivativea. I =till think 1t quite nrobable that there
msy have been some such rearrangement at the high temper-
atures st which your experiments were carried out, as
well a8 the early work of Willatatter's %o which you re-
ferred in your article. However, in Willstatterts and

er's, axpariments, cyclooctatriens, the next-to-last
atage of uncaturation, wmas reducad tc cyclooctane, whic¢h
was identified. 4And in the experiments I carried out
thia hydrocarbton was also iscleted and its chain length
was shown by oxidation, so thab the saturated derivative
could not have been sthylcyclohexane. Moreover, in the
new Beilstein this hydrocsrbon is stated tc be & liquid.

Nevertheless the comparisons you adduce are quite
startling, but I think they prove only that a re-examina-
tion of the whole gqueation would lead to Iinteresting re-
sults, regardless of the outco-e.

Sincerely yours,

W/m Michael Heidelberger.



